
VT LEG 248284.1

No. R-8. House concurrent resolution honoring Commissioner of Motor
Vehicles Bonnie Rutledge.

(H.C.R. 2)
(SPECIAL SESSION)

Offered by: Representatives McDonald of Berlin, Westman of Cambridge,
Aswad of Burlington, Audette of South Burlington, Brennan of Colchester,
Burke of Brattleboro, Corcoran of Bennington, Courcelle of Rutland City,
Howrigan of Fairfield, Lanpher of Vergennes, Peaslee of Guildhall, Minter of
Waterbury and Stevens of Waterbury

Offered by: Senators Mazza, Kitchel, Maynard, Scott and Shumlin

Whereas, the department of motor vehicles has a direct impact on the daily

lives of the hundreds of thousands of licensed drivers in this state, and

Whereas, Commissioner of Motor Vehicles Bonnie Rutledge has directed

the department’s operations since June of 2000, having served as acting

commissioner for three months prior to assuming the position on a permanent

basis, and

Whereas, Bonnie Rutledge was extremely well qualified to become motor

vehicles commissioner as prior to her appointment, she spent over two decades

working her way up the department’s organizational ladder, and

Whereas, there are few jobs in state government that potentially place an

individual in the direct firing line of criticism from the public and legislators as

does this office, and

Whereas, Commissioner Rutledge has persevered through many

high-profile and controversial issues, including the introduction, after much

debate, of mandatory photos for newly licensed drivers, judicial challenges to

the department’s rejection of some requested vanity plate combinations of
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letters and numbers, new federally imposed requirements for drivers’ licenses,

questions of truck weight limits on interstate highways and, most recently,

financially inspired proposals to change vehicle inspection schedules and

eliminate one of the two plates currently required on all Vermont registered

vehicles, and

Whereas, under her leadership, the department introduced online vehicle

registration renewals and reached an agreement with the U.S. Department of

Homeland Security that enabled Vermont to offer enhanced licenses that can

be used in lieu of passports at the Canadian border pursuant to the Western

Hemisphere Travel Initiative, and

Whereas, members of the general assembly have come to rely on Bonnie

Rutledge’s expertise and promptness when responding to their informational

requests, and

Whereas, the longevity of her tenure and the fact that she was appointed by

both Democratic and Republican governors is a special testament to the

unusually high esteem in which she is held across the political spectrum, and

Whereas, she is highly respected and has been a leader among her

colleagues nationwide who serve in similar roles, and

Whereas, after over 30 years on the staff of the department of motor

vehicles and a far more impressive nine years as the commissioner, Bonnie

Rutledge is retiring from state government, now therefore be it

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives:
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That the General Assembly honors Commissioner of Motor Vehicles

Bonnie Rutledge on her superb public service on behalf of the citizens of

Vermont and wishes her a most enjoyable retirement with her husband, Wesley

Rutledge, children, and grandchildren, and be it further

Resolved: That the Secretary of State be directed to send a copy of this

resolution to Commissioner of Motor Vehicles Bonnie Rutledge.


